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MELIS ERDEM

Asirve Sir
Secretson Foil

11.05—17.06.2023

“Zaman’insirthala duruyor olmaliki Uzerimizde
biz bakincagdrinenaynalardl” -HilmiYavuz

Simbart Projects 11 Mayis - 17 Haziran tarihleri arasinda galerinin temsiliyetli sanatcilarindan
Melis Erdem’in ‘Asirve Sir” adliilk kisisel sergisine ev sahipligiyapiyor. Sanatc, sergide tuval tzerine aktardigi
boya katmanlarive cesitlimudahalelerle kendi duygulariniizleyiciye yansitirken, ayni zamanda sekillendirdigi
demir gibi endustriyel malzemelerle Urettigi kati formlarda gercekligi yeniden insa ediyor. Sanatg¢inin
heykellerindeki zarar gérmus formlar ve resimlerindeki kusurlu desenler seyirciye sanat¢inin Uretim
surecindeki degisim ve dontsimuinivurgularken aynizamanda birayna gibi izleyiciye kendi deneyim, duygu
ve dusuncelerinide yansitmalarinaalanagiyor.

Gorunen eger aynanin parlak ylzeyiyse; sanat¢inin tasavvuru aynanin arka yuzeyinde saklidir.
Bu yansimanin gerceklesebilmesi icin tim gorevi Ustlenen bu 6n ylzeye atilan boya/ sirr aciklayan, yaldizli
ylzeyi harekete geciren esas ‘sir’dir. Biraynanin sir't dokulmugse yansima gerceklesmez. Gosteren aynanin
onudegil,aynaninarkasindaki gdrinmeyendir; sirriaciklayan siridir.

Sanat¢l sergide aynanin arka yuzind - yani sirlarini bizlere aktarirken; secilmis yalnizlikla
isbirliginin yaratacag sessizlikte gz gdze gelmenin bize iletecegi imgeleri animsatmayi dnerir. Resim ve
heykellerinde kaos icerisindeki dengeyi bulmaya, bozulma/eskime ve clriime gibi sireclerin dogal
doénguistint usulca kabul etmeye odaklanir. istenmeyen ve terk edilmis malzemeler kullanarak destekledigi
uretimlerinde, yeni kompozisyonlara bicim vererek, bu nesneleri glinlik hayattaki kullanim alanlarindan
aynistirarak farkli birislevkazanmalariniamaclar. Bu yapitlar, dijital dontsiim ¢aginda hizlaevrilen teknolojinin
baskisialtinda kaybolan insan dokunusunu ve insana kendiniifade etme arzusunu hatirlatir.

Erdem’in eserlerinde cogunlukla ikili formlar gbze carpmaktadir. Sanatci bir taraftan simetri
veasimetriarasindaki dengelerle oynarken, oteki taraftani¢sel catisma, ikiye bolinmuslik, karsitlik,denge ve
kaos arasindaki diyalogu ele alir. Birbirinden farkli gibi goriinse de aslinda birbirini tamamlayan bu zitliklar
yaraticiligin, yeniligin, kesfin ve doniisimiin semboli olarak eserlerde tekrar dogar.

Melis Erdem’in sergidekieserlerinde bakmak ve isitmek arasinda gecenzaman,hemasrinhem
sirrin ne olduguyla ilgili ¢ikan sessiz glirlltlyle karsi tarafa verilmis bir yanittir. Artik yapitlar, galeri uzayinda
gecici olarak konumlanmig ve zaman algisinin varlikfyokluk arasinda gecen bir yolculugun similasyonu
olmusgtur.
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“Foil of time must still be there above us
aswere the mirrors that appeared whenwe lookedatit.”” -Hilmi Yavuz

Simbart Projects hosts representedartist Melis Erdem’s first solo exhibition titled ‘Secrets on
Foil’ between 11 May and 17 June. While the artist reflects her own feelings to the viewer with the layers of
paintand variousinterventions on canvas, she also reconstructs reality in the solid forms she produces with
industrial materials such asiron. The damaged formsin the artist’s sculptures and the imperfect patterns in
her paintings emphasize theartist’s change and transformationinthe production process, whileat the same
time opening the space for the viewerto reflect their own experiences, feelings and thoughts like a mirror.

What appears is the shiny surface of the mirror; The artist’s imagination is hidden in the back
surface of the mirror. It is the glazed paint thrown into this front surface that takes all the task for this
reflectiontotake place—itisthereal’secret’that explains the foil, that setsthe gilded surface in motion. If the
foil of a mirroris spilled, the reflection does not occur. It is not the front of the mirror that shows, but the
unseen behind the mirror;itis the foil that reveals the secret.

In the exhibition, the artist conveys the back of the mirror - that is, her secrets to us; it
proposes to remind us of the images to eye contact in the silence created by cooperation with the chosen
solitude. In her paintings and sculptures, she focuses on finding the balance in chaos and gently accepting
the natural cycle of processes such as deteriorationand decay. In her productions - which are supported by
using unwanted and abandoned materials - aim to gain a different function by giving shape to new
compositions and separating these objects from the areas of use in daily life. These works remind us the
human touch that has disappeared under the pressure of rapidly evolving technology in the age of digital
transformationandthe desire to express oneself.

In Erdem’s works, mostly dual forms stand out. On the one hand, the artist plays with the
balances between symmetry and asymmetry, while on the other hand, she deals with the dialogue between
inner conflict, division, opposition, balance and chaos. Although they may seem different from each other,
these contrasts that complement each other are reborn in the works as a symbol of creativity, innovation,
discoveryandtransformation.

The time passed between looking and hearing in Melis Erdem’s works in the exhibition is a
silent response given to both what the century and the secret is. Now, the works are temporarily located in
the gallery space and become the simulation of a journey between the perception of time and
existence/nonexistence.
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