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Anasir-1Erbaa. .. Dinyanin temel 6z’leri baglaminda ates, su, hava ve topragi ve tiim bu unsurlarin
iliskilerinive karmagikligini tanimlamak icin kullanilan bir terim. Misir, Babil, Japon, Tibet, Hint ve Cin
kilturlerine ve oradanantik Yunan ve Roma’ya uzanan bir cografigeniglikte, kismifarkliliklar olsa da
ayni terimle karsilagiimaktadir. Antik Yunan Felsefesine bakildiginda Herakleitos’un, tim bu
unsurlar temelinde arkhe’yi (temel maddeyi) “ates” olarak tarifledigi ve onagore, atesin varliginilk
temelive icinde bitin karsitlklari eriten bir birlik oldugu gorulir.

Ates 400.000 yil kadar dnce, Homo Sapiens dncesinde insanlik tarafindan kontrol altinaalinmisti
ve kontrollti bir ates, insanlik icin diledigi zaman ik yaratabilme anlamina gelerek, gece
avlanmalarina yariyor ve yirticilardan ve boceklerden korunmalarini sagliyordu. Bu evrim stirecinin
ekseninde atesi elde etmenin temel maddelerinden birisi ise kibrit (kiiktirt anlamina gelen Arapca
sozclk) olmustur. Peki, kibrit kullanimiyla elde edilen atesle, kagit bir araya geldiginde ne olur?
Sadece biryokolustan mibahsedebilirize Ateg sanatsal bir tretimin parcasi nasil olabilir?

Mehmet Ogut’in Andsir-t  Erbaa calismalari tim parcalaryla yasam déngustnin
sorunsallastinimasindan hareket ediyor. Uretimlerinde kullanilan kibritlerin kagit Gzerinde
biraktiklariizler, her bir uygulamada farklilagtyor; birbirinin ayni gibi gorilen izler olsa da. Her birinin
buayricalikligl, birinsanin yagami gibi, dogum ve 6lim dengesiniigermekte ve bu daimi donisiimd
isaret eden biran’in gosterilmesiyle sonuglaniyor.

Yagam, daimi bir akistir; Herakleitos “Panta Rhei” (her sey akar) demistir. Hegel de, her seyin daimi
bir akis halinde oldugunu belirterek “Mucadelenin her seyin atasidir’” s6zl ile bu daimi akigi
diyalektik distince yapisini temellendirmek icin drneklendirmistir. Henri Bergson da evrimin daimi
birakis ve degisim stireci oldugunu belirtirken, bu 6ncullerden hareket ediyordu. Anasir-1 Erbaa, bu
temeller Uzerinden,insanin dogayla karsilikliolma halini ele gorsellestiriyor.

Doga izlerini kendi normlariyla olusturur, Mehmet Ogut’tin calismalarinda, bu izleri kendisi yapan,
ama bir midahale etme halinden ziyade, bunu bir taniklik diizeyinde ele alan bir durusta yaptig

gorullyor. Bumumkin midur? “Anasir-1Erbaa” bu sorgulamalarin éntint agiyor.
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Anasir-l Erbaa... is a term that defines the relationship and the complexity of worlds’s four
elements; fire, earth, air and water. While there might be a slight difference in the usage, both in
Egyptian, Babylon, Japanese, Tibetan, Indian and Chinese cultures, and from there dating back to
Ancient Greece and Rome within their geographical extent, the same term “Anasir-I Erbaa”
coincides. Having looked at the Ancient Greek Philosophy, we see that Heraclitus defined Arkhe
(the principle element) with “fire” and according to that, fire is the source of the being, it is a unity
that dissolvesall the oppositions within.

Firewas placed under control over 400.000 years ago, before Homo Sapiens,andacontrolledfire
meant having able to produce light in dark, thus allowed first humans to hunt at night and protect
themselves against predators and insects. During this evolutionary era, kibrit* (match) has been
one key substance used to obtain fire (*Sulphur in Arabic). Yet, what happens when fire - that you
light with a match - and paper comes together? Can we only talk about a mere extinction? Can fire
beapart of anartistic creation?

Mehmet Ogiit’s Anasir-1 Erbaa works, within all divisions, investigates the problematization of the
life cycle. Although the traces of the matcheslookalike, each mark on his paper works are different
and unique. The exclusivity of each work, just like one’s life, embraces a balance between life and
deathand points outamoment that signals this perpetual transformation.

Lifeisaconstantflow;Heraclitususedthe term ‘PantaRhei’ (everything flows)and Hegel,whoalso
stated that everything constantly flows, quoted ‘Struggle is the ancestor of everything’ to
exemplify the groundings of adialectical state of mind. When HenriBergson stated that ‘evolution
is a process of constant flow and change’, he was referring to such pioneers. Anasir-1 Erbaa,
through these essentials, visualizes the reciprocal human and nature experience.

Nature creates traces by its own norms. It is visible in Mehmet Ogut’s works, that the artist
produces these traces himself, without interfering but rather positioning himself in a way that

witnessesthewhole process.Isthisachievable? “Anasir-1Erbaa” paves the way for these questions.
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